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Line(s) of discussion (symposium description): 

Assuming the phenomenon of globalization as a starting point, the present working group 
proposes to assemble a wide range of reflections around the (1) different perspectives that 
challenge its nature and meaning - both conceptually, empirically and normatively -, thus 
providing not only an inter- and transdisciplinary but also a polythematic confrontation 
between (2) the problematic (or even pathological) political, cultural and economic aspects 
that it presents (or that are pointed out to it), on the one hand, and (3) the resistances or 
reactions it has been generating, especially when considered against the backdrop of human 
rights (together with real democracy and the substantive law they must co-involve), taken as 
fundamental grounds or presuppositions, as constitutive moments or as regulative ideals of a 
broad (trans) civilizational project, with pretensions of universality, and potentially 
worldwide or global reach; the one implied in a certain aspiration of transcultural proto-
constitutionalization (cosmopolitan), and based on the equal respect and concern for each and 
every one, recognized as subject of equal freedom and responsibility, as well as in the justice 



of the institutions that similar axiological corollaries of the ultimate principle of personal 
dignity. 
Therefore, between the main topics of globalization and human rights – joined by the crisis of 
political mediation traditionally offered by the democratic and social Rechtstaat as 
cornerstones of this symposium’s general framework - a plethora of possible exploratory 
paths can be traced, opening up several arenas of debate along the wide range of reflexive 
lines thus entwined and combined around them.   
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